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Vision: As a community, East will empower students to become 
productive, self-sufficient citizens. 

Mission: EAMS will provide our students with a safe and nurturing 
environment, prepare our students to conquer challenges, and promote 
self-worth and responsible citizenship. 
 

Motto: We wonder, explore, and become leaders of our own learning. 

_________________________________________________________ 

 
Student Hours:  7:40 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
To be counted present, a student must be here for one half day. On a regular day that is 
11:30. On an early release day that is 10:15. 

Arrival 
 
Students who arrive before 7:40 should report to the lobby, media center, or cafeteria, unless 
otherwise directed, for breakfast or to wait to be dismissed to homeroom.  Students should 
not arrive at school before 7:05 due to lack of available supervision.  Unlike the elementary 
schools, East does not offer early morning child care and cannot be responsible for students 
who arrive before teachers.  
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Students who arrive at school after 7:40 are considered tardy to school and  must be checked 
in at the office by their parent/guardian. Tardies will be coded as unexcused without a note 
from a doctor or dentist or a valid excuse approved by the principal.  
 
Dismissal 
 
If your child is to leave school with someone who is not his/her legal guardian, or there is a 
change from the normal transportation routine, a written note with your signature explaining 
the change must be sent to the school office before 12:00 pm each school day.  We do not 
accept phone calls to change your child’s transportation. Written documentation is much 
safer for our children. In addition, if the person picking up the child is not on the emergency 
card, the child will not be released from school without your written approval. This is to 
ensure the safety of your child. Students who leave early must be signed out in the main 
office. Students who leave and return during the school day must be checked back in with the 
office by their parent/guardian and should bring a doctor/dentist note if applicable.  
Due to traffic issues, parents who arrive after 2:20 may not sign their child out, but 
must wait in the car rider line.  
Parents should pick up their child no later than 3:20 unless other arrangements have 
been made with approval of an administrator. 

Going Home with Someone Different 
 
Due to increased bus ridership and safety concerns, requests to ride the bus to alternate stops 
will not be honored.  
Special arrangements will need to be made for students to be picked up in the car rider 
line. (Note sent to the office, etc.) 

After school events 
 
Any student staying after school for any reason should make prior arrangements to be picked 
up in a timely manner.  Students should report directly to the sight of the activity.  Students 
should not roam the hallways.  Students who are picked up more than 20 minutes late may 
not be able to continue to stay for after school events, including tutoring and clubs.  
 
When a student must miss school, a written excuse must be presented to the student's teacher 
from the parent, guardian, officer of the court, State Board of Health, or doctor stating the 
date (s) and reason for the absence. If a written excuse is not submitted by the third day of 
attendance following the absence, the absence will be considered unlawful. An absence may 
be excused for any of the following reasons. 

● personal illness or injury that makes the student physically unable to attend school. 
● isolation ordered by the State Board of Health. 
● death in the immediate family. 
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● medical or dental appointment. 
● participation under subpoena as a witness in a court proceeding. 
● a minimum of two days each academic year for observance of an event required or 

suggested by the religion of the student or the student’s parent(s). 
● participation in a valid educational opportunity, such as travel or service as a 

legislative or Governor’s page, with prior approval from the principal. 
● pregnancy and related conditions or parenting, when medically necessary; or 
● visitation with the student's parent or legal guardian, at the discretion of the 

superintendent or designee, if the parent or legal guardian (a) is an active member of 
the uniformed services as defined by policy 4050, Children of Military Families, and 
(b) has been called to duty for, is on leave from, or has immediately returned from 
deployment to a combat zone or combat support posting. 
 

 
ATTENDANCE POLICY FOR GRADES 6-8 (School Board Policy 4400) 
 
Students are expected to be at school every day if possible.  However, when a child is absent, 
a note must be sent from home (within 3 days) stating the reason for the absence.  

1. On return from being absent from school, the student must furnish the school with a 
written excuse from the parent, guardian, officer of the court, State Board of Health, 
or doctor stating the date(s) and reason for absence. The written excuse will be coded 
as lawful or unlawful by proper school authorities. If a written excuse is not 
submitted by the third day of attendance following the absence, the absence will be 
considered unlawful. 

2. "The principal or his/her designee shall notify the parent, guardian, or custodian of 
their child's excessive absences after the child has accumulated three unlawful 
absences in a school year. After not more than six unlawful absences, the principal 
shall notify the parent, guardian, or custodian by mail that he/she may be in violation 
of the Compulsory Attendance Law and may be prosecuted if the absences cannot be 
justified under the established attendance policies of the state and local board of 
education…" "After 10 accumulated unexcused absences in a school year, the 
principal shall review any report or investigation prepared under G.S. 115C-381 and 
shall confer with the student and the student's parent, guardian, or custodian, if 
possible, to determine whether the parent, guardian, or custodian has received 
notification pursuant to this section and made a good faith effort to comply with the 
law. If the principal determines that the parent, guardian, or custodian has not made a 
good faith effort to comply with the law, the principal shall notify the district attorney 
and the director of social services of the county where the child resides. If the 
principal determines that the parent, guardian, or custodian has made a good faith 
effort to comply with the law, the principal may file a complaint with the juvenile 
court counselor pursuant to Chapter 7B of the General Statutes that the child is 
habitually absent from school without a valid excuse. Evidence that shows that the 
parents, guardian, or custodian were notified and that the child has accumulated 10 
absences which cannot be justified under the established attendance policies of the 
local board shall establish a prima facie case that the child's parent, guardian, or 
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custodian is responsible for the absences. Upon receiving notification by the 
principal, the director of social services shall determine whether to undertake an 
investigation under G.S. 7B-302." (G.S. 115C-378) 

3. In order for a child to be counted present for the school day, he/she must be in 
attendance for at least one-half the instructional day. 

4. A Student may accrue no more than six (6) cumulative absences (excused or 
unexcused) during a semester. After the sixth  absence, a doctor’s note or principal’s 
approval is required. Otherwise the absences will be considered unexcused. 
Cumulative absences in excess of twelve (12) days may constitute a valid reason for 
retention. Parents will be notified by mail when their child has reached the eighth 
(8th) cumulative absence during the school year. The extent to which the student has 
made up the work missed while absent will be considered in determining whether the 
student has made sufficient progress or derived sufficient educational benefit from the 
year's school experience to justify promotion. 

5. Students served by a homebound teacher shall be coded as present. 
6. A student who is away from school for a trip that is initiated, sponsored, and 

chaperoned by the school will not be marked as absent.  
 
Doctors’ notes may be required if a child has an excessive number of absences. Parents who 
wish to request an excused absence due to an educational opportunity must complete the 
appropriate form which is available by calling the main office or can be downloaded from the 
Alexander County Schools web page.  These requests must be made two weeks in 
advance of the absence and must present a valid educational opportunity. (Beach trips, etc. 
are not considered a valid educational opportunity.)  Any work missed for any reason must 
be made up in a timely manner.   It is the responsibility of the child to ask for any missing 
assignments.  Students may be granted up to 5 days educational absence.  Due to 
preparations for EOGs, requests made for trips after Spring Break may not be 
approved. 
 

Evidence that shows that the parents, guardian, or custodian were notified and that the child 
has accumulated 10 absences which cannot be justified under the established attendance 
policies of the local board shall establish a prima facie case that the child's parent, guardian, 
or custodian is responsible for the absences. Upon receiving notification by the principal, 
the director of social services shall determine whether to undertake an investigation. 
 
Cumulative absences in excess of 12 days may constitute a valid reason for retention. 
Absences due to extenuating circumstances will be reviewed by the principal and appropriate 
action will be taken.  Students who exceed the 18 days may not be granted any approved 
educational days and may not be allowed to participate in grade level trips/rewards. 
 
Any student who is counted absent for the day may not participate in extracurricular 
activities for that day such as sports events, dances, etc. 
 
The East Alexander Middle School Social Worker will be in contact with the parents of 
students who have attendance concerns.  Court action may be taken as noted in the county 
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attendance policy.  Students who are on transfer may have this transfer request revoked if 
attendance becomes an issue. 

Tardy & Early Dismissal Policy 
 
In addition to the county policy on absences and tardies, East Alexander Middle School has 
established a policy to address these concerns.  
 
 
Guidelines Related to Student Tardiness or Early Dismissals 
 
Having students at school on time is an important student attribute promoted by the 
Alexander County Board of Education. Being on time to school provides for a smooth 
beginning to the school day and reduces interruptions to classroom instruction. Students shall 
be considered tardy if they have not reported to their home classroom by the established 
starting time for the school day.  
 
A student who is tardy to school must be signed in at the school office. A late admission slip 
will be issued to the student by the principal or his/her designee. Students without tardy slips 
will be referred back to the school office. 
 
All parents or legal guardians wishing to have a student leave school prior to normal 
dismissal time must sign out the student in the school office. At this time the principal or 
his/her designee will summon the student to the school office. Parents may not pick up a 
student at his/her classroom. 
 
Consequences for excessive tardies or early dismissals will be determined from the chart 
below.  When a student has accumulated ten (10) tardies or early dismissals, a referral will be 
made to the school system attendance counselor for every tardy/early dismissal that occurs.  
 
 
Consequences for Unexcused Tardy/Unexcused Early Checkout 
 
Unexcused 
Tardy/Early 
Checkouts 

Consequence 

4th Parent notification to review 
tardy/checkout policy 

5th-8th After school detention 
9th- 10th Loss of trips/rewards for the rest of the 

current nine weeks, parent conference, 
and referral to county attendance officer. 
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11th-13th Loss of trips/rewards for rest of the 
current semester, parent conference, and 
referral to county attendance officer 

14th and up Loss of trips/rewards for rest of the year, 
parent conference, and referral to county 
attendance officer 

 

Health Handbook 
Alexander County has policy and procedures for health related issues. The following link is a 
great resource for any questions you may have related to health policies and procedures. 
Alexander County Health Handbook  
 
No Energy Drinks are permitted during school or school sponsored events. 
Fees for 2019-2020 
 
Chromebook - $30.00 
 
Student Fees/Fines 
Students who owe more than $10 or materials may not be able to participate in school 
activities, special events, etc until all money owed is paid or materials are returned. All 
students fees/fines must be paid in full by the end of the school year. All unpaid fees, 
fines, and missing materials will remain on the student’s account until cleared. 

ACS Chromebook 1:1 Initiative 
 
We are excited about the opportunities for learning that are available to our students with the 
implementation of the 1:1 initiative at East.  All students will have a device available to use 
in each class and to use to complete assignments at home.We hope parents and guardians will 
notice a few changes as students and their teachers work together to create a more 
digitally-interactive learning environment.  
Here are some of the key changes that we anticipate: 

● Teaching and learning differently. 
● Redefining an educator’s instructional approach as a facilitator through professional 

development and peer group learning 
● More student engagement, active participation and student choice. 
● Students moving from consumers or information to creators of information 
● Increased competency for technology  and research skills. 
● Increased communication between students, staff and the wider school community.  

 
 A Chromebook/1:1 handbook is available here and on our school website. 
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Note:  Students who fail to use their Chromebooks as directed may have this privilege 
suspended or revoked by school administration. Alternative, non-technology based, 
assignments will be provided if a student's privileges are suspended or revoked.  Students 
who use inappropriate language, fail to follow appropriate guidelines for use/handling, 
damage or deface their Chromebooks or protective cases, consistently fail to bring their 
device to class or to have it charged at the beginning of the day, and/or violate any other 
guidelines for usage will be disciplined in a manner consistent with the applicable PBIS 
discipline matrix guidelines, Alexander Board of Education Policies, legal guidelines, and/or 
the Alexander County Schools 1:1 Middle School Handbook.  

Cell Phones, Electronic devices, and Other Valuables 
 
The school will not be responsible for personal items, including all electronics, which do 
not have a place at school.  Cell Phones should be turned off and placed in a student's locker 
at the beginning of the day.  Teachers may choose to use cell phone/electronic devices as 
rewards or for instructional purposes. Teachers will confiscate and/or write up students for 
possession of any of these items which cause any type of disturbance. Cell phones are not 
allowed out at car riders until after 3:20.  Students should not bring skateboards or other 
toys to school.  Students should place any valuables in their lockers and close the lock. 
Locker combinations should not be shared.  Students are not permitted to share lockers. 
Each child will be assigned a lock and will be expected to use it.  If the lock is lost, students 
will be charged $5.00 and assigned a new lock.  
 
Electronic Device: East Alexander Middle School believes that the possession of electronic            
communication devices (ECDs) by students during the school day is a privilege which may              
be forfeited by any student who fails to abide by the terms and provisions of this policy. For                  
purposes of this policy, ECDs are defined as any electronic equipment that emits an audible               
signal, vibrates, sends and/or receives a message (voice or text) or displays a message or               
otherwise summons or delivers a communication to or from the possessor. In addition to              
instruction use of ECDs in the classroom/instructional setting, students are permitted to use             
ECDs in free-zone locations that are defined as the designated areas for ECD usage on school                
campus during non-instructional times. 

  
Free-zone locations include the cafeteria, media center, band room and main lobby            
during the mornings before class. Students are not allowed to use their phones in the               
bathrooms or hallways. In addition, students are prohibited from using ECDs in a             
manner that would constitute an “invasion of privacy” or incite misbehavior by taking             
photographs, audio or videotaping of students or any combination of the three which             
is in violation of the East Alexander Middle School Code of Conduct. Violations of              
this policy may result in disciplinary action, confiscation of ECDs, and/or referral to             
law enforcement. 

  
1st offense – School personnel will confiscate the cell phone and immediately lock in              
a secure place. The phone will be returned to the student at the end of the day. 
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2nd offense – School personnel will confiscate the cell phone and immediately turn it              
into the office to be kept in a locked, secure place. The parent will pick up the                 
phone at the end of the day.  The student will also receive a classroom level. 
3rd offense - Student will receive an office referral and the appropriate consequence             
will be assigned. 
4th offense - Student will be considered insubordinate and the next appropriate            
consequence will be assigned which could result in out-of-school suspension. 
  
NOTE: If a student’s behavior and actions result in a “refusal to surrender             
unauthorized items” to any school administrator or staff person, a Category III            
consequence will apply and be handled accordingly. The consequence will be an            
out-of-school suspension. 
 
 
 
Bookbags/Purses 
 
Bookbags, athletic drawstring bags, and oversized purses are not allowed in class unless 
students end-of-day locker time is just before afternoon extensions.  
 

Food & Nutrition 
Breakfast 
 
Breakfast will continue to be free to any student who qualifies for Free or Reduced Lunch. 
Regular breakfast cost is $1.45. 
 
Lunch 
 
Lunch for full paid students is $2.75 and for reduced lunch students is $0.40. The cost for a 
carton of milk is $0.60.  Adult lunch is priced a la carte.  Students may pay by the day, week 
or deposit money into their account at school or via online. In order to access students’ lunch 
accounts online, parents will need the student ID number. Parents can call to check on their 
child’s account at any time.  Parents should receive a phone call containing information 
about their child's lunch charges and overdue lunch notices will be sent home with progress 
reports. Students who owe more than $10.00 for lunch may not be allowed to participate in 
school activities, special events, or receive yearbooks until all charges are paid. Applications 
for free/reduced lunch must be completed on a yearly basis unless a letter is received during 
the summer from Central Office stating that your lunch status has been renewed.  We 
encourage you to take advantage of this assistance and complete this application.  All 
lunch accounts must be kept up-to-date.    Questions regarding anything with cafeteria issues 
can be made to 828-632-5315.  
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Lunch Charge Procedure 
Alexander County Schools participate in the National School Lunch and Breakfast 
Programs in order to offer nutritious meals to our students. Breakfast meals are 
provided to all students free of charge. Lunch meals provided to students are not free 
and must be paid for at time of service unless the household has applied for and 
qualified for meal assistance benefits or the school has qualified under the Community 
Eligibility Provision of the National School Lunch Program. Benefits can be applied by 
completing a National School Lunch Program Free or Reduced price meal application or 
by enrolling in other qualified state or federal meal assistance programs. 
Parents can apply for meal assistance at any time during the school year and 
additionally reapply whenever there has been a change in their financial circumstances. 
Applications for Free or Reduced meals are available to complete online 
at www.LunchApplication.com or by requesting a paper application from the school 
office or by contacting the School Nutrition Department at 828-632-7001. 
Prepayment balance inquiries are available free of charge 24/7 utilizing 
www.k12PaymentCenter.com. Enrollment in the payment system is at no charge. 
The prepayment system will allow student meal funds to be periodically or automatically 
replenished from the parent/guardian credit card account. There is a minimal fee of 
$1.95 per credit card transaction. 
The parents or guardians currently listed for the students are responsible for any 
lunch debts incurred by the student. It is also the responsibility of the parents or 
guardian to maintain a positive meal prepayment balance or provide daily meal funds 
should the student choose to accept a student lunch meal. 
The following is the process schools will follow regarding student meal debts, 
notices, payments and collections 
•    Student meal charges are limited to $20. 
•    Additional student meal charges require school administration approval. 
•    School Administration will be notified of student meal negative account balances. 
•    Parent/Guardian will be notified via the District automated message system 
weekly whenever a student account balance is in the negative. 
•    School Administration will monitor student account negative balances and when 
necessary contact/correspond with responsible parent/guardian. 
•    School Administration retains the right to limit student participation in 
extracurricular activities due to unpaid meal debts. 
•    School Administration retains the right to utilize collection agencies to secure 
unpaid meal debts. 
•    Meal debt payments can be cash or check and should be supplied to the 
cafeteria cashier or School Nutrition Manager. Those enrolled in the 
K12PaymentCenter prepayment system can settle meal debts using a credit card 
on line. 

Medication 
 
When it is necessary for a student to take medication at school it must be accompanied by a 
completed form from the doctor and parent explaining dosage and other information.  This 
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procedure also includes over the counter medications.  The medication should be brought 
immediately to the office in its original bottle.  All medication forms must be completed on 
a yearly basis.  Forms must be on file for students who carry their inhalers with them or 
for any other form of medication.  All forms are available in the main office.  A copy 
has also been sent home with your child for your convenience.  

Student Grading 
 
This year we will follow a 10 point grading scale. 
Students will receive letter grades based on the following numeric scores: 
 
90-100              A 
80-89 B 
70-79 C 
60-69 D 
<60 F 
 
Honor Roll for students will be based on the following criteria: 
Principal’s List---no grade below an A 
Honor Roll---no grade below a B  
 
Principal’s List/Honor Roll for the year will be based on all four nine-weeks in all classes. 
 
Beta Club 
 
This chapter of the Junior National Beta Club is an integral part of the central organization of 
the National Junior Beta Club. The purpose of this organization shall be the promotion of 
academic, scholarship, leadership, and good citizenship at East Alexander Middle School. 
The membership of this organization is made up of students in the 8th grade who, because of 
their academic achievement in the 7th grade (all A’s with no more than 1 B a nine-week 
period), worthy character, commendable attitude, and no ISS or OSS for discipline, have 
been approved for membership; provided, or course, that these students continue to meet the 
requirements as set forth by this organization. Students must maintain the academic 
guidelines (all A’s with no more than 1 B a nine-week period), complete the required service 
hours (7 per semester), no ISS or OSS for discipline, and must attend meetings. Students who 
do not meet the academic, service hours, discipline, or meeting requirements will be placed 
on probation and then dismissed if there has not been an improvement during the next 
nine-week period. These students will not be on the roster for the National Junior/ Senior 
Beta Club that is passed on to the high school. Students can only be on probation one time 
before dismissal. 
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Report Cards/Progress Reports 
 
Progress reports will be sent home in accordance with each grade level’s beginning of the 
year newsletter.  If a student has a grade below C, the teacher will send home progress 
reports weekly. Grades are available to parents at any time through Parent Portal. 
 
Report cards will be issued at the end of each nine weeks. The first report card will be 
available at report card pick-up after school and parents will have the opportunity to meet 
their child’s teachers and schedule any needed conferences. All other report cards will be 
sent home with the students or be available for pick up during parent night.  
 
Parents of students who might be at risk of not meeting promotion standards will be  notified 
and requested to participate in developing an academic plan to keep their child on track to 
meet that grade’s promotion standards. If a child is not being successful after grade-level 
interventions, the teacher will contact parents and possibly refer that student to the Student 
Support Team (SST).  Please make sure your contact information is correct and current 
so we can keep you informed of your child’s progress.  
 
Remember, our teachers offer after school tutoring. If at any time you wish to schedule a 
conference with your child’s team/teacher, call the school and ask to speak with the teacher, 
leave a voicemail message, or send an email.  The teacher will contact you as soon as 
possible to arrange a time for the conference.  

Student Services 
 
SCHOOL COUNSELING DEPARTMENT 

School counseling services play an integral part of our educational process. The            
program is designed to enhance personal, social, vocational, and academic growth.           
Our primary goal is to help students learn more effectively and efficiently. The             
following are some of the programs offered by the counseling department. These            
programs can help make school life more satisfying and rewarding. 
  

1. Individual Counseling - Individual counseling may be utilized by students           
who have personal concerns or need educational and/or career counseling. 

  
2. Group Counseling or Guidance - Group counseling may be utilized by            
students who have personal concerns or need educational and/or career          
counseling. 

  
3. Classroom Couseling Lessons - Counselors will visit classrooms at various           
times throughout the year. 
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School counseling services and school health services are provided at East for the 
convenience and benefit of physical and mental health services at the school level for all 
students.  These services are available to any student who needs them; however, students are 
under no obligation to utilize these services.  If at any point a parent has a question or 
concern regarding counseling or nurse services being provided to their child, the parent 
should contact the school counselor or nurse to discuss the situation and determine if 
continued or additional services are desired.  
 
Healthful Living  
 
All students must take Healthful Living Education in grades K-9 according to North Carolina 
Law (G.S. 115C-81)[e]).  The nature of Health Education often includes the discussion of 
sensitive topics.  In these situations, health teachers, school nurses, and school counselors are 
trained for appropriate and accurate content as well as proper teaching methods.  While we 
encourage all students to participate, a parent may request that his/her child be excluded from 
certain health topics due to religious beliefs by contacting the school principal in writing. 
These students will be given an alternative health assignment.  Any parent wishing to view 
educational materials to be used in teaching Healthful Living lessons may do so upon written 
request to the principal.  
Physical Education 
 
Students who are scheduled in Physical Education (PE) class are required to change into 
shorts or sweatpants, a school PE shirt, socks, and gym shoes.  They cannot wear their school 
clothes for PE.  If a child is sick, parent excuses will be honored for up to three days; beyond 
this limit, a doctor’s note is required.  Not every student will have PE every nine weeks.  

School Assigned Materials 
Textbooks 
 
Textbooks may be issued to your child.  If a textbook is lost or damaged, the student should 
notify their teacher immediately. A fine may be charged for the damaged or lost book. 
Students who owe money for lost or damaged textbooks may not be eligible for 
extracurricular events such as school dances until these damages are paid.  
 
Lockers/locks 
 
Each student will be required to use a school locker and lock. Students are not  allowed to 
share lockers.  Students should never give their locker combinations to other students. 
Students may only use the school issued locks. If students lose their lock they will be 
expected to reimburse the school for it at a cost of $5. 
 
Emergency Cards 
 
It is important to have accurate and updated information on the emergency cards. 
Emergency cards are distributed on the first day of school and should be returned by the 
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second day.  Students or parents must notify the main office of any changes in address or 
phone number.  
 
Field trips 
 
Field trips are considered educational enrichment opportunities.  Students who participate in 
field trips are expected to exhibit their best behavior.  All school rules and dress codes apply 
on field trips.  Students who become ineligible to participate in field trips due to disciplinary 
concerns are not guaranteed to receive a refund for money paid.  Students who choose not to 
come to school on the day of a field trip will be given an unexcused absence unless they have 
a legitimate reason for their absence. Students who owe money to the school may not be 
eligible to participate in the field trip.  Students may not ride with their parents to field 
trip destinations, but may be signed out and ride home with their parent/legal guardian 
only.  Only parents and legal guardians will be invited to attend field trips as chaperones. 
Parents/legal guardians attending overnight field trips must pass a background check and 
drug test. 
 
Visitors 
 
All visitors must report to the main office, sign in, and receive a visitor’s badge.  School 
policy is to accept only those visitors who have legitimate business at the school.  Parents 
who wish to observe a teacher’s classroom should contact the principal.  School-age siblings 
wishing to eat lunch at East must be accompanied by a parent or guardian.  High school 
students will not be allowed to stop by and visit former teachers or siblings during the regular 
school day.  

Sale of Items at School 
 
Only items which are a part of school-sponsored fund-raising may be sold at school by or to 
students.  

Dances 
 
School dances will be held periodically during the school year. Only East students may 
attend regular school dances.  Guidelines for attendance at dances is outlined in the 
school discipline plan.  

● Students who fail to follow school rules at a dance may be asked to leave early.  
● Students who are picked up late (20 minutes or more) may be denied the 

opportunity to stay for the next dance. 
● Students may be assigned consequences that disallow their participation in after 

school events. 
● Students who owe fees, fines, or materials may not be allowed to attend dances. 
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Sports and Extracurricular Events 
 
Students in grades 6-8 can try out for and/or participate in school sponsored sports including: 
soccer, football (7-8 grade only), volleyball, wrestling, softball, baseball, basketball, track, 
golf, and cheerleading.  Students must have an up-to-date physical and meet NCHASA 
athletic eligibility standards before they are allowed to tryout for these sports. NCHASA 
standards require students not to miss more than 13.5 days in the previous semester, have 
been promoted from the previous grade, and they can not have failed more than one core 
course in any semester to be eligible.  Core courses at the middle school are defined as 
mathematics, social studies, language arts, and science. EAMS also has academic 
participation standards that athletes must maintain in order to participate on the teams. 
Athletic guidelines for participation will be covered by the coaches with all eligible students 
and their parents. (Also see Athletic policy) Teachers will provide information on any other 
activities that may be available to students. 
 
 
Tobacco Free Schools 
 
The Alexander County Board of Education recognizes the use of tobacco products as a 
health, safety, and environmental hazard for students, visitors, and school facilities.  The 
Board acknowledges that school employees, parents, and visitors serve as role models.  The 
Board also recognizes that it has a responsibility to promote positive role models in schools 
and promote a healthy learning and working environment, free from unwanted smoke and 
tobacco use. Beginning with the 2007-2008 school year, all campuses in the Alexander 
County School System have 100% TOBACCO-FREE SCHOOLS policy.  
 
“Tobacco product” is defined to include cigarettes, cigars, blunts, bidis, pipes, chewing 
tobacco, e-cigarettes, vape pens, snuff, and any other items containing or reasonably 
resembling tobacco or tobacco products.  “Tobacco use” includes smoking, chewing, 
dipping, or any other use of tobacco products. No student, staff member, or school visitor 
will be permitted to use tobacco products on school property at any time.  This includes 
any school-sponsored or school-related events, such as performances, contests, or meetings. 
In addition, non-school sponsored use of school property by the community, such as ball 
fields, etc. must comply with the 100% TOBACCO-FREE SCHOOLS policy, beginning 
August, 2007. 
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School Improvement Team/Parent Advisory 
 
The East Alexander Middle School Parent Advisory will meet quarterly to discuss any issues 
that need to be addressed.  A copy of the members of this advisory team is available in the 
main office and on the school website.  Please contact them if you have issues that you feel 
need  to be addressed. 
 
The School Improvement Team will meet monthly.  You are invited to attend any of these 
meetings.  Please contact the school for specifics on time and location.  Parent reps will be 
listed on the school website. 

Multi-tiered System of Support or MTSS and Student Service Team (SST) 
A Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) is a systematic, continuous improvement 
framework in which data-based problem-solving and decision making is practiced across all 
levels of the educational system for supporting students. The framework of MTSS is a “way 
of doing business” which utilizes high quality evidence-based instruction, intervention, and 
assessment practices to ensure that every student receives the appropriate level of support to 
be successful. A Multi-Tiered System of Supports helps schools and districts to organize 
resources through alignment of academic standards and behavioral expectations, 
implemented with fidelity and sustained over time, in order to accelerate the performance of 
every student to achieve and/or exceed proficiency. 
 
 
Exceptional Children Referral 
 
When a teacher, parent, or other involved person suspects that their child may be a child with 
a disability, he/she shall provide, in writing, the reason for referral, addressing the specific 
presenting concerns and the child’s current strengths and needs. This referral shall be given 
to the principal of the school, the child’s teacher or other school professional, or the 
Superintendent or other appointed official of the LEA. For preschool children with 
disabilities, the referral may also be given to the person designated as the person in charge of 
services for preschool children with disabilities. 
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Policies Governing Services for Children with Disabilities 
NC 1503-2.1 p.61 
 
 
 
504/Americans with Disabilities Act 
 
For concerns or complaints about handicapping conditions or disabilities, contact Alexander 
County Schools’ 504 Coordinator L, 700 Liledoun Road, Taylorsville, NC  828-632-7001. 

Discrimination, Harassment and Bullying 
Students are prohibited from engaging in or encouraging any form of discrimination, 
harassment, or bullying of other students, employees, or any other individuals on school 
grounds or at school-related functions.  Discrimination is any act that unreasonably and 
unfavorably differentiates treatment of others based solely on their membership in a socially 
distinct group or category such as race, ethnicity, sex, religion, age, or disability. 
 
Harassment is unwanted, unwelcome, and uninvited behavior that demeans, threatens, or 
offends the victim and results in a hostile environment for the victim.  Harassment includes, 
but is not limited to, derogatory comments or slurs and lewd propositions, assault, and 
offensive touching.  Bullying is repeated intimidation of others by the real or threatened 
infliction of physical, verbal, written, electronically transmitted or emotional abuse through 
attacks on the property of another.  Bullying includes, but is not limited to, verbal taunts, 
name calling, put-downs, and extortion from peer groups.  Violation may result in long-term 
or short-term suspension based on the severity of the offense and the culpability, 
dangerousness, and the harm caused by the offender. 
Please refer to the DISCIPLINE POLICY AND ACCESS TO STUDENT RECORDS 
BULLETIN for more information on these and other prohibited behaviors. 
 
Discrimination 
 
Alexander County Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, disability, or age in admission to, treatment in, access to, or employment in its 
educational programs and activities.  
Title IX 
 
For complaints of discrimination on the basis of sex, contact the Title IX coordinator at 
Alexander County Schools, 700 Liledoun Road, Taylorsville, NC 828-632-7001 
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PBIS 

We are excited to continue with a school-wide Positive Behavior Interventions and Support 
(PBIS) plan at EAMS. Below you will find information about PBIS for the 2019-2020 school 
year. 

The Behavior Expectations Matrix 

The behavior expectation matrix addresses behavior in all areas of the school and will be 
taught during the first week of school through our PBIS videos. 

Our behavioral expectations are that students will demonstrate: SOAR 

Shows Respect 
Obeys Rules 
Accepts Responsibility 
Rises to Excellence  

Staff will reinforce these expectations throughout the year.  By using the language on the 
matrix, students will hear consistent vocabulary from all adults in the school setting which 
will allow students to be familiar with and understand the expectations for their behavior, 
regardless of which adult is monitoring behavior.  Below are hyperlinks to PBIS expectations 
that make up the matrix and will be posted throughout the school. 

PBIS Expectations Hyperlinks 

Classroom 
Hallway 
Restrooms 
Cafeteria 
Media Center 
Bus 
Gym 
Pick-Up Areas 
Assembly 
 
Students will receive a variety of classroom rewards when they follow the school rules and 
expectations.  In addition to classroom rewards, the school will do a quarterly reward as well as an 
annual end-of-the-year celebration.  The following eligibility requirements will be applied: 
 
Quarterly Reward Eligibility: two or less classroom levels and no office referrals in the 
corresponding quarter. 
 

17 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BF02NKffydP0VEXghjcKK1jzRk_qNUSV9fPCiv_hYOw/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qzpnLvaOedpAnuIkk-xSZFfeJ8XLB4HsWx10am0dr2w/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1emIXKhx26jksjT-xwh8sBn8LT7aDQt9vO3_8V3_BUV0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DGLKUjvSrkC1c8en9wvYpZyBoqlIjb9LXHvjzUDH02o/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_fc_1-Fk-a2DaNjFPUrIAnZDbMtme6OaAV-_UKEzQpU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Q2_w9poootheMHdKbp1xrKT1cRejQogWQGzB7pVuBRA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yswKtHzRG6-JCyUxIBEG0HqISEs0LtshHQyi0pFN4A0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EMne5ZfDiVUkPQ2sBk5Ami6IBz9cfGhL3hlr1N0eCM8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EbJBqPiDCjNnr5YebdXMoFE-_0RCz8219CXyNjDgJxY/edit


 

Annual Reward Eligibility: 8 or less classroom levels, 2 or less office referrals that resulted in no 
more than 3 days of ISS, no office referrals that resulted in out-of-school suspension.  
 
If students choose not to follow the school rules and expectations, negative consequences will result. 
Teachers will share their classroom discipline policy with parents. Listed below is the school-wide 
discipline policy. 

Discipline Policy  
 

It is the opinion of the teachers and staff at East Alexander Middle School that               
acceptable student behavior, including the following criteria, is to be expected from            
all students, at all times, while on campus: 
 

● respect to peers, faculty and staff exhibited through actions and speech 
  

● pride in personal and school property exhibited by taking care of the            
physical building and respecting the property rights of others 

  
● desire and effort toward educational achievement are to be priorities as           

exhibited by following teacher/staff direction; reporting to class        
promptly and consistently; and being prepared to work without         
interfering with instruction 

  
● obedience to all laws, discipline code, rules and community norms 

 
We believe that all students should receive fair and consistent discipline when school             
rules are violated. Therefore, this definitive code on student discipline was developed            
with the assistance of teachers and administrators from East Alexander Middle           
School. 
  
This code will be in effect at bus stops, en route to and from school or school                 
activities, or in any other school vehicles, on school grounds, at school and at all               
school-sponsored activities, both on and off campus, and at any time or at any place               
where the conduct has a direct and immediate effect on maintaining order and             
discipline in the District’s schools, buildings, or grounds. 
  
School staff, students and bus drivers will be trained in this discipline system each              
year. Students will participate in Code of Conduct instructional sessions. Teachers           
and students will document that instruction has occurred. After instruction has been            
completed, teachers will sign and submit an attestation form to the Principal. The             
school will provide intervention strategies that address or redirect maladaptive          
behaviors. 
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Note Regarding Special Education Students: Administrators must ensure that all          
procedural safeguards afforded to special education students are also implemented in           
such circumstances. 
  
East Alexander Middle School Discipline Consequences 
 
East Alexander Middle School is utilizing a Positive Behavior Intervention Support (PBIS) 
program with all grades.  This program helps teach students various social skills and 
expectations in all areas of the school.  We ask for your help in reinforcing these expectations 
at home.  
 
This code will be used as a guideline for administrators to follow.  Please note the following: 
 

● Consequences may be adjusted by EAMS administrators if deemed necessary. 
● After-school Detention is from 3:05-3:50. 
● Discipline procedures in the county DISCIPLINE POLICY AND ACCESS TO 

STUDENT RECORDS BULLETIN will be followed for all acts not listed. Leveling 
of Offenses 

Listed below are the four discipline categories for offenses with Category I as the least               
serious offenses and Category IV as the most serious offenses. Each category also has a               
listing of corresponding teacher or  administrative actions. 
  
Category I Offenses (Classroom Levels apply) 

● confrontation/ altercation 
● detention violation 
● disrespect to peers/authority 
● excessive noise 
● horseplay or minor physical contact 
● inappropriate affection 
● inappropriate language 
● inappropriate materials 
● phone violation 
● unauthorized device 
● refusal to obey 
● violation of class rules 
● student off task 

 
 
Level Consequences for 9-week period: 

● Level 1- One day of silent lunch and parent contact. 
● Level 2- One day after school detention. 
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● Level 3- Silent lunch for three days and parent contact. 
● Level 4- Two days of after school detention and parent conference. 

○ If a student has four or more levels at the end of the nine weeks, they will be 
on a probationary period for the first three weeks of the next nine weeks. If 
they do not get any levels, students will be rewarded. If on probation and get a 
level, they will have additional consequences (Level one- Silent lunch and 
after school detention. Level two- two days of after school detention. If on 
probation and get to third level, they will go to Student Support Team.) 

● Level 5- Three days of after school detention (Monday, Wednesday, and Friday) with 
student-led parent conference. 

● Level 6- Office referral, parent contact, completion of ABE module, refer to Student 
Support Team. 

● Level 7- Continue with Office Referrals. 
 
  
Category II offenses 

● bullying 
● cheating 
● confrontation/minor physical altercation 
● cutting class/ located in non-designated area  
● dishonesty 
● disrespect staff/faculty member  
● disrupting class 
● dress code violation 
● forgery 
● horseplay- hit/kick/push 
● Inappropriate affection 
● Inciting misbehavior  
● insubordination 
● leaving class  
● loitering  
● obscene gesture  
● other minor phone violation 
● profanity 
● refusal to obey/defiant  
● tardy 
● theft/larceny 
● threat 
● throwing objects 
● tobacco  
● vandalism 
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Category II Administrative Actions Violations in this category may result in the            
following  administrative  actions : 
  
1st offense   – administrative conference and 1 day of in-school suspension  
2nd- 3rd offense – 2-3 days of in-school suspension and school counselor referral 
4th offense – three class days of out-of-school suspension and parent/legal guardian            
conference as well as an automatic referral to the SST committee. 
5th offense –  five class days out-of-school suspension 
6th offense – seven class days out-of- school suspension 
 
Category III offenses 

● computer violation  
● contraband (ie. vaporizers, e-cigarettes, &     

other electronic smoking devices) 
● cyberbullying  
● disrespect staff/faculty member 
● fighting 
● fireworks  
● gang activity 
● harassment 
● inappropriate physical contact  
● intimidation 
● larceny/theft  
● leaving class/school  
● loitering 
● major disruption  
● property misuse 
● refusal to obey/defiant  
● simple assault 
● threat 
● vandalism 

  
Category III Administrative Actions Violations in this category may result in the            
following administrative actions: 
  
1st offense – three class days out-of-school suspension and school counselor referral 

* for contraband, an alternative consequence of 3 in-school suspension days           
along with an educational course is available. 

2nd offense – five class days out-of-school suspension and parent/legal guardian conference            
and referral to SST. 
3rd offense – ten class days out-of- school suspension 
 
 Category IV Offenses 
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● aggravated assault 
● alcohol/liquor  
● law violation  
● arson 
● bomb threat  
● bribery  
● burglary 
● computer violation  
● contraband 
● contract violation 
● disturbing school  
● drug distribution  
● drug distribution (non-prescription) 
● drug possession  
● drug usage  
● drug paraphernalia 
● drug possession (non-prescription) 
● embezzlement extortion 
● fire alarm  
● fireworks 
● forced sexual offense  
● fraud 
● gang activity  
● Harassment 
● indecent exposure  
● intimidation  
● non-forcible sexual offense other offenses – (serious) 
● pornography 
● sexual harassment  
● sex violation  
● simple assault  
● threat 

  
Category IV Administrative Actions 
Offenses in this category require a 5-10 days of suspension and an administrative             
hearing that may result in recommendation for the alternative learning program.  

Bus  
The preceding student discipline code applies to student behavior en route from the             
bus stop to and from school and back to the bus stop on a school bus or other school                   
vehicle. Bus drivers reserve the right to contact a parent/guardian of a student that is               
riding their bus regarding disciplinary concerns. Additionally, the bus driver may           
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require a student to assist with cleaning a bus before or after school if the infraction is                 
consistent with this discipline. Moreover, if a driver gives a student a discipline             
referral, the following actions will be taken in addition to the appropriate            
aforementioned student discipline policy: 
  
1st offense- administrative conference, parent contact, and an administrator assigned          
seat 
2nd offense- two class days suspension from buses 
3rd offense- five class days suspension from buses 
4th offense- 10 class days suspension from buses 
5th offense- recommendation for permanent bus suspension* 
  
Parent/legal  guardian notification  is required for  a bus suspension. 
  
*At the end of the first semester, principals may recommend probation if the student has been                
suspended from the bus for more than 10 days. If a student on probation receives one                
referral, the student will receive permanent suspension from the bus for the remainder of the               
school year. 
 
Severe Disruptions may result in immediate and/or permanent revocation of bus           
privileges. 

Bus Rules 

All students must be at their designated stop fifteen (15) minutes prior to the scheduled               
arrival time. 

It is important for students to be at their stops before the bus arrives, so that they will not                   
cause the other students to be late for school. Also, when a school bus is stopped for any                  
length of time, the wait causes an unsafe traffic build up in front of and behind the bus.                  
Students should be waiting in an orderly manner at least ten (10) feet away from the road                 
prior to the arrival of the bus. 

All students must ride their assigned bus to and from school. 

Most buses are loaded to capacity with students assigned a specific seat. Additional students              
could cause an overloaded condition on the bus. The purpose is only to provide              
transportation service from the home to school and return.  

Students may only board and disembark the school bus at their designated stop. 

Walking to another bus stop within route is dangerous and not allowed. Once students are on                
board, they may not disembark at any location other than their designated stop or at the                
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school. There are safety and legal reasons for this policy. In certain situations where              
arrangements have been made in writing, by the parents and the transportation office, a              
student may disembark at a different stop if the stop is within the same bus route. 

Once a school bus is in motion, students will not be allowed to board the bus. 

This is a safety measure designed to discourage students from running after and/or between              
buses in a loading (congested) area. Also, when one bus stops in a line of moving buses, the                  
chances for a chain reaction accident increase considerably. Students who miss their bus at              
school should immediately report to the main office. 

Assigned Seats 

Drivers assign seats on the bus for all students for safety and/or behavior. This is to ensure                 
the safety of the passengers. Once students have been placed in an assigned seat, they are                
expected to sit in the assigned seat. 

After boarding the bus students shall be seated immediately and remain properly seated for              
the duration of the bus ride. 

Properly seated means that during the course of the bus ride students shall sit with their                
posterior on the seat bench and shall not change seats, stand up in/on their seat, or sit facing                  
towards the rear of the bus. Unless seated three to a seat students shall not have any body part                   
in the aisle of the bus. 

Students are expected to behave accordingly on the bus and know the rules for riding               
the bus. 

The drivers have the same authority in the bus as teachers have in the classroom. Loud and                 
boisterous noise and improper conduct can cause a distraction to the driver which can lead to                
serious safety hazards on the bus. Students conduct on the bus should be no different than                
what is expected in the classroom. If it is not allowed in the classroom, it is not allowed in                   
the bus. Destructive behavior to the bus will not be tolerated, and students will be held                
responsible. 

Food and Drink 

Eating and/or drinking on the bus is not allowed. All food and/or drink must be disposed of                 
or put in your bookbag before boarding the bus. 

The aisle of a school bus must be kept free of objects that could obstruct an emergency                 
evacuation of the bus. 

Any large object that cannot be held on a student’s lap or placed safely on the floor in the                   
space under the seat immediately in front of the student is not permitted on the school bus.                 
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Examples of such large objects include but are not necessarily limited to certain musical              
instruments, science fair and other types of projects, athletic and P.E. equipment, bags,             
flowers, balloons and other such items that could pose a safety problem. 

To ensure safety from objects rolling IN or UNDER a bus, objects must be secured in a                 
bookbag or sack. 

Students are prohibited from bringing any potentially hazardous items, chemicals,          
animals, or breakable items on board the bus. 

No animals or insects will be transported. Any object that could become a missile in an                
accident will not be transported. No flammable or hazardous chemicals will be transported.             
No glass or sharp objects are permitted. No weapons of any kind are allowed on the bus. No                  
portable speakers are allowed; students may utilize the sound on an ECD if they have               
personal earbuds that cannot be overheard by the neighboring student.  

EAMS buses use video recording devices with audio recording capability. 

East Alexander School has installed safety and security cameras on school route buses.             
Electronic video and audio recordings will be viewed to investigate incidents reported by a              
bus driver, administrator, student or other person. They may also be viewed at random.              
Viewing and/or listening to electronic and/or audio recordings is limited to individuals            
having legitimate educational or administrative purpose. In most instances, individuals with           
legitimate or administrative purpose will be the Superintendent, administrator, transportation          
director, bus driver, and other supervisors. It is our hope that the installation of these cameras                
will help to improve our students’ safety and security while riding student transportation. 

It is very important to remember that the Bus Driver is in charge. 

Like the teacher in the classroom, the Bus Driver is the adult in charge and has rules that                  
need to be followed for the student’s safety. The driver has the same authority as a teacher in                  
a classroom and must be respected as such.  

By riding the bus, it is implied that all students and parents understand these rules and will                 
abide by them. Stating that they did not know the rules does not excuse a student from                 
mis-behavior or infractions of the rules. 

 
Students will only be dropped off at their assigned bus stop or the emergency stop. No                
student will be permitted to go home with another student on a different bus or allowed                
to bring a friend home on the bus. Other arrangements must be made between parents               
using our car rider line. 
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Discipline for students with an identified disability: Students identified as          
disabled pursuant to the Individuals With Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) will be            
disciplined in accordance with federal and state law as set forth in special education              
procedures developed by the administration. 
  
 ISS Expectations  
  
In-School Suspension allows students the opportunity to continue their academic studies while 
reflecting on making better decisions and improving behavior at school.  Students assigned to ISS will 
be expected to: 
 

● have all necessary materials BEFORE entering the ISS room.  Locker use is NOT permitted 
at any time during the day.  

● complete all classroom and ISS assignments. Students will work continuously the entire day.  
● remain quiet. TALKING IS NOT ALLOWED IN ISS!  If you have a question or problem, 

please raise your hand and wait patiently for the teacher to help you. 
● remain in your assigned seat, facing forward, at all times unless given permission to be 

up.  Leaning back, slouching, or SLEEPING is NOT ALLOWED. 
● keep assigned work space clean.  Do not mark or draw on your study area. Study carrels will 

be checked at the end of the day, and the student  will be responsible for any damage. 
● behave appropriately. Misbehavior will not be tolerated. If a student is dismissed from ISS, 

OSS will be assigned for the remainder of the day. This day will count as an absence. ISS 
days will be served upon your return to school. 
 

Dress Code 
Policy Code: 4316-R STUDENT DRESS CODE 
The board believes that the dress and personal appearance of students greatly affect their 
academic performance and their interaction with other students. The board requests that 
parents outfit their children in clothing that is conducive to learning.  Generally, dress and 
grooming standards as determined by the student and his or her parents will be deemed 
acceptable. However, the board prohibits any appearance or clothing that is reasonably 
foreseeable to cause a material or substance disruption or endanger the health or safety of 
students per the following: 
 

DRESS CODE GUIDELINES 
 

At all times, student's dress should be appropriate, modest, and clean. Shoes are to be 
worn in school at all times. 

Shirts and blouses: Must have at least 2 to 3 inches of fabric at the shoulder area and 
must not have low armholes. 
 
Shorts, skirts, and dresses: Must be of modest length (no more than 4 inches above the 
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knee). 
 
Leggings, jeggings, spandex, and yoga pants: Shirt must cover to the top of the thigh 
or must be longer in the front and back. 
 
Pants: All pants, shorts, etc. are to be worn at the waist at all times. Holes in pants are 
allowed only if the holes are below the knee. 
 
Visible body piercing: Students are prohibited from wearing body piercings which may 
be considered a safety issue or interfere with student's learning. 
 
Slogans, pictures, logos, symbols, etc.: Students may not wear clothing/jewelry that 
displays anything vulgar; displays sexual references, any weapons, racial comments or 
gang markings; or makes reference to alcohol, tobacco, or a controlled substance 
advertisement.  
 
Disruptive Clothing: Any other clothing that teachers and/or administrators deem as 
disruptive is not allowed. 
 
PE and Fitness Classes: Students are expected to follow the dress code established by 
the Physical Education/Athletic Department. 

 
These items should NOT be worn in school unless on specifically designated 
promotional days by the principal; and enforcement applies to both male and female 
students. 

● Halter, spaghetti-strap, single-strap, or strapless clothing without appropriate 
cover  

● Bare midriff and bareback tops 
● Revealing low-cut tops that expose any portion of private body parts  
● See-through clothing - unless layered to meet appropriate dress code standards 
● Exposed undergarments 
● Pajamas 
● Slashed or cut-up clothing - private parts cannot be exposed 
● Hats, bandannas and headgear of any kind - unless part of a uniform, for 

religious reasons or special events 
● Shoes with wheels or bedroom slippers 
● Gloves or bracelets with any metal spikes or brads 
● Chains or jewelry that may be used as a weapon, cause injury, or hinder 

movement 
● Hair curlers, pick/combs 
● Dark glasses worn within the building – medical exceptions will be honored 
● Trench coats and costumes with cloaks and capes  

Violations of the Dress Code: 
1st offense: The student is given a warning and may be required to change clothes. If 
the loan of a tee shirt or shorts will not correct the problem, the student's parents will 
be called to provide appropriate clothing. 
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2nd offense: The student will change clothes; the student's parents will be called and the 
student will receive school level discipline. 
 
3rd offense: The student will change clothes and will be given ISS or sent home for the 
remainder of the day if the parent does not provide a change of clothes. 
 
4th offense: and consequent offenses - will be treated as insubordination. 

School administrators reserve the right to address these and additional issues and concerns as 
needed, and retain final authority in all such decisions. 
 
Legal References: G.S. 115C-47, -390.2 
 
Cross References: Student Behavior Policies (policy 4300), School Plan for Management of 
Student Behavior (policy 4302), Disruptive Behavior (policy 4315), Gang-Related Activity 
(policy 4328)  
Adopted:  5/21/2019 
 
Pesticide Use  
 
According to Alexander County School’s policy number 9205 and the North Carolina 
General Statutes 115C-12(34(d) and (e), -36 and -47(45), (46) and 47, we are required to post 
our schedule of anticipated pesticide use at school.  Additionally, we will give a 72 hour 
notice whenever possible of any non-scheduled use of pesticides.  
 
The following schedule for pesticide use for the 2019- 2020 school year will be posted in the 
main office. These dates can be considered tentative and are subject to change. If a change 
would need to be made the information will be posted on the webpage and social media.  
 
Monday, August 12, 2019 
Monday, October 28, 2019 
Monday, December 23, 2019 
Monday, February 17, 2020 
Monday, April 13, 2020 
Monday, June 15, 2020 
 
CONSENT TO RELEASE PHOTO/IMAGE/CREATED WORK FOR 
PUBLICITY  
 
In an effort to highlight student achievement and promote positive relations with our 
community, Alexander County Schools will publicize student created work and engagement 
in everyday school activities or special events. Therefore, your child’s image/photograph or 
created work may be included in a classroom, school, or district project that could be used in 
one of the following ways: 
 • Used as a demonstration project/activity/photo in workshops/classes/conferences 
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 • Used as a sample project/activity reproduced by Alexander County Schools for use in 
education workshops and student classrooms  
• As a representation of events/activities and accomplishments at an individual school or at a 
school function, competition, or event 
 • Posted on the school or district website or social media pages on the Internet  
• Submitted to publishers or as contest entries to sponsors 
 • Appear on videotape made during a student presentation of their project, or in broadcasts 
or video  
• Videotaped to appear in a school related program to be used by a local television/cable 
station or school/county project 
 • Used in a printed publication such as a newspaper, magazine, brochure, banner, or annual 
report, etc.  
 
While your child’s name may accompany the photo, no last name or address will be included 
with your child’s picture when publishing except in instances where the student has 
participated in a competition or event. Students participating in competitions or special 
events will be identified by first and last name unless requested otherwise prior to the 
competition or event. There is no monetary compensation for the use of the work or photos.  
 
An Objection to Release form is available on the district website (www.alexander.k12.nc.us) 
or upon request at your child’s school. The absence of any written notification of objection to 
work or photo release on file grants the school system approval to publicize without prior 
notification and remains in effect until revoked.  
 
If a parent or guardian elects for their child's work and/or photograph to be excluded from 
use, such request must be submitted in writing to the child's teacher at the beginning of the 
school year or prior to publication of these items. 
 
 
*Any additions or changes that are deemed necessary will be posted to the EAMS webpage 
and social media.  
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